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the bankruptcy proceedings were han-
dled properly and expeditiously (e.g.,
all documents sent to or received from
the bankruptcy court, including evi-
dence which shows the period of the
bankruptcy proceedings).

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 0915-0100 and
0915-0108)

[48 FR 38988, Aug. 26, 1983, as amended at 52
FR 749, Jan. 8, 1987; 57 FR 28796, June 29, 1992]

§60.36 Consequence of using an agent.

The delegation of functions to a serv-
icing agency or other party does not
relieve a lender or holder of its respon-
sibilities under the HEAL program.

[67 FR 28797, June 29, 1992]

§60.37 Forbearance.

(a) Forbearance means an extension of
time for making loan payments or the
acceptance of smaller payments than
were previously scheduled to prevent a
borrower from defaulting on his or her
payment obligations. A lender or hold-
er must notify each borrower of the
right to request forbearance.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, a lender or holder
must grant forbearance whenever the
borrower is temporarily unable to
make scheduled payments on a HEAL
loan and the borrower continues to
repay the loan in an amount commen-
surate with his or her ability to repay
the loan. Any circumstance which af-
fects the borrower’s ability to repay
the loan must be fully documented.

(2) If the lender or holder determines
that the default of the borrower is in-
evitable and that forbearance will be
ineffective in preventing default, the
lender or holder may submit a claim to
the Secretary rather than grant for-
bearance. If the Secretary is not in
agreement with the determination of
the lender or holder, the claim will be
returned to the lender or holder as dis-
approved and forbearance must be
granted.

(b) A lender or holder must exercise
forbearance in accordance with terms
that are consistent with the 25- and 33-
year limitations on the length of re-
payment (described in §60.11) if the
lender or holder and borrower agree in
writing to the new terms. Each for-

§60.38

bearance period may not exceed 6
months.

(c) A lender or holder may also exer-
cise forbearance for periods of up to 6
months in accordance with terms that
are inconsistent with the minimum an-
nual payment requirement if the lender
or holder complies with the require-
ments listed in paragraphs (c) (1)
through (4) of this section. Subsequent
renewals of the forbearance must also
be documented in accordance with the
following requirements:

(1) The lender or holder must reason-
ably believe that the borrower intends
to repay the loan but is currently un-
able to make payments in accordance
with the terms of the loan note. The
lender or holder must state the basis
for its belief in writing and maintain
that statement in its loan file on that
borrower.

(2) Both the borrower and an author-
ized official of the lender or holder
must sign a written agreement of for-
bearance.

(3) If the agreement between the bor-
rower and lender or holder provides for
deferment of all payments, the lender
or holder must contact the borrower at
least every 3 months during the period
of forbearance in order to remind the
borrower of the outstanding obligation
to repay.

(4) The total period of forbearance
(with or without interruption) granted
by the lender or holder to any borrower
must not exceed 2 years. However,
when the borrower and the lender or
holder believe that there are bona fide
reasons why this period should be ex-
tended, the lender or holder may re-
quest a reasonable extension beyond
the 2-year period from the Secretary.
This request must document the rea-
sons why the extension should be
granted. The lender or holder may
grant the extension for the approved
time period if the Secretary approves
the extension request.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 915-0108)

[67 FR 28797, June 29, 1992]

§60.38 Assignment of a HEAL loan.

A HEAL note may not be assigned
except to another HEAL lender, the
Student Loan Marketing Association
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